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The Legislature has completed their third week of work for the 2021 session. To this point, things 
have flowed pretty smoothly between the two chambers, with some bigger policy priorities making 
their way through each chamber. Normally by this time, we would have a good feel for how session is 
moving. However, with capitol access still limited due to Covid, it has been much more difficult to 
catch the developing rhythm this year. This fact underscores the continuing importance of 
relationships. The Association, through the generous support and involvement of members, has built 
great relationships with lawmakers and legislative staff. Without those, this session would be 
exponentially more difficult. 
 
This week, the Florida Senate Committee on Environmental and Natural Resources hit the ground 
running on Monday with two ratification bills for the Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP). The first, SB 7062, the Central Florida Water Initiative (CFWI), was introduced, debated, and 
postponed for one week to address concerns from stakeholders. CFWI has been an ongoing goal for 
nearly 10 years and represents a coordinated effort by DEP, St. Johns River Water Management 
District, Southwest Florida Water Management District, and South Florida Water Management District 
to develop consistent rules to address the impending ground water shortage in a geographic region 
which includes parts of Polk, Osceola, Orange and Lake Counties. Certainly there is an 
acknowledgment that we cannot continue to kick the can down the road, yet there were many 
concerns raised about both the underlying proposed rule implementing CFWI, as well as the 
proposed legislation to ratify the rule. Since Monday’s committee hearing, much work has been done 
on both the rule and the legislative front to address much of the concern. We expect to see some 
amendments to the ratification bill very soon, as well as a settlement agreement to the legal 
challenges of the underlying rule.  
 
Secondly and arguably much less controversial, SB 7060, Biosolids, was introduced and passed the 
committee Monday. SB 7060 ratifies the recommendations and subsequent agency rules relating to 
biosolids in Florida.  As originally filed, there were some concerns about allowing access to 
monitoring ground and surface water on sites that apply biosolids. The bill was amended in 
committee to address these concerns. 
 
On Wednesday the House Civil Justice and Property Rights Committee debated and passed HB 
1601, Farming Operations by Rep. Jayer Williamson. HB 1601 is the House companion to SB 88 by 
Sen. Jason Brodeur. These bills would significantly strengthen Florida’s Right to Farm Act by 
including agri-tourism activities into the protections afforded under the Act; expands the definition of 
nuisance to include other claims such as trespass, strict liability, personal injury or other torts; creates 
compensatory and punitive damages caps for actions brought against agricultural operations; and, 
provides for attorney fees. 
 



On Thursday the Florida Senate passed SB 88 by a vote of 38-1. The lone “no” vote belonged to Sen. 
Gary Farmer. SB 88 will now be sent to the House, where it will wait for HB 1601 to finish its trek 
through the House process.  
 
The Right to Farm legislation received quite a bit of media interest this week. Association Past 
President Lynetta Usher Griner and former State Forester/Director of the Florida Forest Service Jim 
Karels each penned opinion pieces in support. The articles are linked in the main body of this 
Forestry 411. 
 
Other bills of interest include SB 720/HB 283, which create state renewable energy goals. Neither 
piece of legislation has received committee hearings to date. As we enter session’s fourth week, time 
is quickly fading for these bills in 2021. 
 


