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2021 STATE LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Due to Covid-19 concerns, this 
legislative session has been very 
different than previous years. 
The House of Representatives 
has developed strict regulations 
limiting visitors, while the Senate 
has prohibited them altogether. 
Public testimony at committee 
meetings is given via video from 
the Donald Tucker Civic Center. 

Receptions and other traditional legislative events 
were canceled. 

According to Association lobbyist Jim Spratt of Magnolia 
Strategies, all of these unprecedented factors have 
highlighted the importance of developing relationships 
with elected officials.

“With such restricted access, relationships with elected 
officials matter this year more than ever before,” Spratt 
said. “We are fortunate to have worked diligently to build 
these relationships so that our elected officials recognize 
the Association as a trusted source of information. We are 
depending upon and utilizing these relationships to help 
advance good policy, as well as to stop well-intended 
yet misguided policy which could impact our members.”

While the Association is tracking a wide variety of 
issues that impact the forest industry, below are 
summaries of legislative priorities as designated by 
the Governmental Relations Committee and approved 
by the Executive Committee:

ISSUE 1 – Florida’s Right to Farm Act

As Florida’s population continues to increase, the 
pressure on agricultural and silvicultural operations 
grows exponentially. In too many areas of Florida, 
new houses and developments bring in residents who 
do not appreciate the sights, sounds, and smells of 
agricultural and silvicultural operations. To this end, 
Florida’s Right to Farm law was purposely designed 
to protect agricultural and silvicultural operations 
from nuisance lawsuits and other general aggravation. 
Recently, we have begun to see a push to attack 
agriculture and silviculture for normal and customary 
burning activities. In addition, groups which are not 
based in Florida have threatened lawsuits and other 
actions to stop or fundamentally change normal and 
customary agricultural and silvicultural activities.
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PINES & NEEDLES
Florida Forestry Association Position: The Association 
supports strengthening Florida’s Right to Farm law to 
protect agricultural and silvicultural landowners from 
frivolous lawsuits and to further recognize and protect 
normal and customary land management activities.

ISSUE 2 – COVID Liability Protection/Lawsuit Abuse

Perennially, tort reform is the most difficult of issues 
to quantify for your business’s bottom line. Often 
this is because the reforms don’t go far enough or, 
simply, an attorney finds a way around the reform to 
proceed with legal action. During a large part of 2020, 
the Association, along with many business groups, 
has been discussing several specific lawsuit abuses 
and liability improvements to help Florida businesses. 
Simultaneously, as the novel coronavirus has impacted 
many, the need to provide protection to employers 
who are doing everything reasonable to protect their 
employees has risen to the top of the heap.

Florida Forestry Association Position: The Association 
supports legislation protecting employers from frivolous 
lawsuits and creating clear, reasonable parameters 
for businesses to follow as an affirmative defense 
from COVID- 19 lawsuits. In addition, the Association 
supports efforts to protect employers from costly, 
frivolous lawsuits which do little to protect employees, 
hurt the employers, and significantly increase the cost 
of doing business in Florida.

ISSUE 3 – Wildlife Best Management Practices

Recently, some groups have been pushing to make 
the voluntary Wildlife BMPs mandatory to obtain an 
exemption from filing for an incidental take permit 
during management activities. This action flies in the 
face of and disregards the many successes of the existing 
program, as well as the willing partnerships landowners 
have chosen to forge to protect species. The Wildlife 
BMP program continues to be a success and should 
be utilized by other states as a successful example 
for species protection as opposed to being morphed 
into a government program which discourages willing 
participation.

Florida Forestry Association Position: The Association 
supports the continued use of the Wildlife BMP manual 
as a voluntary, incentive-based program which allows 
landowners to appropriately protect species on their 
land and continues to recognize the success of willing 
participants for the betterment of the habitat and the 
species.

ISSUE 4 - Private Property Rights

Private property rights are a basic tenet of our 
constitutional republic. Notwithstanding this fact, it 
wasn’t until the passage of the Bert J. Harris Private 
Property Rights Act by the Florida legislature that 
landowners in Florida had an affirmative defense for a 
government taking of their property. To put it simply, the 
Harris Act fundamentally strengthened a landowner’s 
position against the government in dealing with 
governmental actions which inordinately burden the 
landowner. As with any law, good or bad, as time goes 
by it often becomes necessary to update and tweak the 
law based on experience or court rulings.

Florida Forestry Association Position: The Association 
supports legislation which strengthens the Harris Act and 
private property rights in general.

ISSUE 5 – Ecosystem Services

Agricultural and silvicultural lands are, in many ways, 
the last line of defense in a rapidly urbanizing state. In 
addition to providing the food, fiber, and foliage to a 
global economy, these lands are actively managed to 
provide habitat, control invasive species, and provide 
water recharge areas. Without question, agricultural 
and silvicultural lands are the only spaces left in 
Florida for future growth, agricultural and silviculture 
production, and conservation. To this end, it is 
imperative to rethink the values and benefits provided 
by these working agricultural and silvicultural lands.

Fortunately, there is much space in this area for a myriad 
of solutions. For example, the private sector is actively 
buying and selling carbon credits through long-term 
contracts with landowners. Nevertheless, there are still 
opportunities for the government to encourage or 
incentivize greater recognition and monetization of the 
many benefits these lands provide.

Florida Forestry Association Position: The Association 
supports renewed focus and efforts to determine the 
value of ecosystem services provided by agricultural 
and silvicultural landowners. We further support the 
utilization of both private and public options to monetize 
these critical benefits.

continued on next page>
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ISSUE 6 – Sales Tax Exemptions

As the state of Florida continues to wrestle with the 
impacts of the novel coronavirus, some elected officials 
have suggested the potential of repealing existing sales 
tax exemptions to help balance the state’s budget. 
However, Florida’s tax law differs from most states in 
that items in Florida are all taxable unless the legislature 
specifically provides an exemption. To this end, Florida 
business owners rely on these exemptions to remain 
competitive in the national and global market.

Florida Forestry Association Position: The Association 
supports maintaining existing sales tax exemptions utilized 
in the wood and wood products industry.

ISSUE 7 – Trucking Weights

Fuel prices, foreign competition, and increased traffic 
on highway infrastructure have fueled an outcry for 
increased trucking weights across the nation. The 
Association has been and continues to be a vocal 
supporter of a permanent increase in truck weights on 
federal highways. In 2010, the state legislature approved 
an increase in truck weights up to 88,000 pounds on 
non-interstate highways.

Florida Forestry Association Position: The Association 
supports federal legislation to permanently increase truck 
weights for transporters of ag and forestry products on 
federal interstate highways.

ISSUE 8 – Immigration Reform

Over the past few years, there have been legislative 
proposals requiring employers to use the federal E-Verify 
system to verify the legal status of its workers.

Florida Forestry Association Position: The Association 
believes immigration reform is a national issue and should 
be dealt with at the federal level rather than on a state-by-
state basis.

ISSUE 9 – Priority Budget Issues:

Florida Forest Service –

Firefighting Helicopter $ 4.9 M

Firefighting Equipment Replacement  $ 6.5 M 

Rural and Family Lands Program $ 15.0 M

UF/IFAS –

Forestry Education $ 1.1 M

Workload $ 3.7 M

Department of Environmental Protection –

Springs Protection Funding $ 50 M

Florida Forever Funding $ 50 M

AN INTRODUCTION FROM 
CONGRESSWOMAN KAT CAMMACK

This Congress, I’m proud to serve 
as the U.S. Representative from 
Florida’s Third Congressional 
District, working hard for the 
farmers and ranchers in my 
district and across the state. I 

grew up on a small cattle ranch in Colorado and 
understand the importance of agriculture to our 
state’s economy, which passed tourism in 2020 as 
the state’s number one economic driver.

As the only Florida Republican on the House 
Agriculture Committee, I’ll be a strong advocate 
for Florida’s timber farmers, striving to support 
the hardworking men and women who make this 
industry so special. Never hesitate to reach out 
to me or my team when we can be of assistance 
to you and your colleagues on our website: 
cammack.house.gov

SCHOOL OF FOREST, FISHERIES, & 
GEOMATICS SCIENCES
The University of Florida’s School of Forest Resources 
and Conservation is now the School of Forest, Fisheries, 
and Geomatics Sciences (FFGS). 

Terrell “Red” Baker, FFGS director, spoke at the 
announcement ceremony about how the new name 
represents the three broad program areas under the 
school: forest resources and conservation, fisheries and 
aquatic sciences, and geomatics.

“We are thrilled to have our geomatics and fisheries 
colleagues more appropriately recognized in our 
name,” Baker said. “We are here today to celebrate not 
just our program’s individual accomplishments, but 
what we have done and will continue to do together 
as a school.”

The name was chosen after close engagement with 
faculty, staff, students, alumni and stakeholders, 
including in-person brainstorming sessions, phone 
calls and surveys. The new name will increase visibility 
for the school, including hundreds of students and 
faculty in the fisheries and aquatic sciences graduate 
major, geomatics graduate and undergraduate majors, 
and marine sciences undergraduate major.

“One thing we’ve learned over the last decade or more 
is that we are simply much stronger than the sum of our 
parts,” Baker said. “As science scholarship and education 
becomes increasingly interdisciplinary our school is 
uniquely situated to help provide solutions for our lives.”

Scott Angle, UF vice president for agriculture and natural 
resources and the leader of UF/IFAS, also spoke at the 
event, highlighting how the renaming represents a 
positive step forward for UF/IFAS as the university strives 
for a top-5 public university ranking.

Learn more about FFGS at its new website:  
ffgs.ifas.ufl.edu

ASSOCIATION LEADERSHIP SHARES 
FORESTRY STORY IN LAKE CITY 

Association President Carlton Jones 
and Executive Vice President Alan 
Shelby shared the forestry story in 
Lake City on February 25, 2021, with a 
presentation to the local Rotary Club.

For Jones, who has been a Rotary 
member for 28 years and has 
also served as president of that 
organization, it was a natural match.

“I’m proud to be part of both groups,” 
Jones said. “I believe we need to be 
innovative and stay positive, especially 
in these challenging times...” 

“The Florida Forestry Association and Lake City Rotary 
Club live out that philosophy every day,” he said. 
“They’re both committed to making things better.”

Carlton Jones

Alan Shelby 

https://ffgs.ifas.ufl.edu/
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TIMBER HARVESTING  
EQUIPMENT PROGRAM

The College of Central Florida’s Timber Harvesting 
Equipment program prepares students for employment 
in the vital and expanding logging and timber industry 
in North Central Florida. Students participate in five 
weeks of classroom instruction 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday, followed by three weeks of all-day 
field instruction with hands-on experience.

Students learn:

•	 Introduction to the Forest Industry
•	 Basic Forest Management
•	 Timber Harvesting Operations
•	 Silvicultural and Wildlife Best  

Management Practices
•	 Timber Harvesting Safety
•	 Basic Operation of a Feller Buncher,  

Skidder, and Loader

Upon successful completion, students will achieve three 
certifications: Master Logger Certification, OSHA 10-
hour Certification, and CPR Certification. They will also 
have the opportunity to interview with area logging 
contractors for immediate employment in the timber 
harvesting industry.

The 2021 program will be held June 7-July 29 at the CCF 
Levy Campus. To learn more and apply, contact Leah 
Gamble, Levy Campus, Manager of Instructional Services, 
at 352-658-4077 ext. 2118 or gamblel@cf.edu.

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS! 
The success of any organization is 

highly dependent on an engaged 
membership. An easy and effective 
way to be active in the Association is 

through our committees: Government 
Relations, TREEPAC, Environmental, 

Steering, and Communications. To learn 
more about the Association’s committees and their 
missions, please visit the Association’s website at 
FLForestry.org/Programs/Committees. MEMBERSHIP MEETING

May 12, 2021
11:30 AM - 1:30 PM

Hal Y. Maines Community Center
Lake Butler, FL

Please RSVP to Krista@FLForestry.org or 
850.222.5646 by May 3.

Outdoor event, weather permitting

Many Thanks to ...
Our Lunch Sponsors:
Farm Credit of Florida

Farm Credit of Northwest Florida 
ArborGen, Inc.

and our Site Sponsors:
Jimmy Bielling
Phillip Pritchett
Austen Roberts
Avery Roberts

... for their  
Generosity and Support!

FLORIDA FORESTRY ASSOCIATION 
SEEKING DIRECTOR OF FORESTRY  
& REGULATORY AFFAIRS
Tallahassee-based trade association seeks a highly 
motivated professional to manage and coordinate the 
Association’s involvement and input on regulatory and 
environmental policy issues as they relate to the practice 
of silviculture in Florida. This position also serves as the 
facilitator of the Florida Master Logger training program, 
which is designed to increase awareness and ensure 
compliance with forestry Best Management Practices. In 
addition, this position staffs various committees within 
the Association.

This position requires an individual who has completed 
a minimum of a bachelor’s degree in forestry or related 
field and has a minimum of five years of full-time 
forestry-related experience. The abilities to multitask, 
work independently, communicate effectively (both 
verbally and in writing) and represent the Association 
on technical issues are crucial. 

A competitive benefits package is offered. Salary is 
commensurate with qualifications and experience. 
Moderate in-state travel is required. 

Please send resume and salary requirements to 
Info@FlForestry.org or mail to Job Opening, Florida 
Forestry Association, 402 East Jefferson Street, 
Tallahassee, FL, 32301.

mailto:gamblel@cf.edu
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LANIGAN
TAX • INVESTMENTS • CONSULTANTS • ASSURANCE

CPAs & Consultants
lanigancpa.com

T h o m a s v i l l e  •  T a l l a h a s s e e  •  A t l a n t a 

George Landrum 
BRISTOL PROCUREMENT MANAGER

glandrum@rex-lumber.com
ph: 850.643.2238 x 117
c: 850.643.8699 

Tom Smith 
GRACEVILLE PROCUREMENT MANAGER

tsmith@rex-lumber.com
ph: 850.263.2056 x 290
c: 850.643.8966 

Jeremy Miller     Randy Rilling 
Branford, FL    Brewton, AL 
(386) 623-0754                                                 (251) 363-2173
jeremy.miller@nutrien.com     randy.rilling@nutrien.com

americanforestmanagement.com

Alachua 386.518.6344 • Marianna 850.526.5110
Lynn Haven 850.248.9459 • Ormond Beach 386.256.4970

GEORGE “CUB” SMITH
AREA MANAGER

WAYCROSS WAREHOUSE
2910 Fulford Road

Waycross, GA 31503

AMERICUS WAREHOUSE
884 US Hwy 280 East
Americus, GA 31709

(904) 463-8352 | Cub.Smith@rrsi.com | www.rrsi.com

GEORGE “CUB” SMITH

 TimberMart-South
Timber Price Reporting Service
•	Hardwood	&	Pine
•	Stumpage	&	Delivered
•	Logging	Rates	&	Biomass
•	Quarterly	Reports

•	Historical	Data 

 www.timbermart-south.com
 tmart@timbermart-south.com
 phone:  706-247-7660
 fax:  706-389-9196

1860	Barnett	Shoals	Road,	PMB	103-598
Athens	GA		30605	USA

Florida Source Loblolly • Pine Decline Resistance Loblolly • Third Generation Loblolly
High Rust Resistance Slash Pine • Pitch Canker Resistance Slash Pine

Containerized Longleaf • Improved Sand Pine

Elberta, Alabama  |  251.986.5210  |  www.rayonierseedlings.com

WHY ELBERTA TREE NURSERY IS THE BEST CHOICE FOR YOUR REFORESTATION NEEDS.

ArborGen.com

—  Steven Peter,
South Paw Forest Products

St. Stephens Church, VA

������������

“ArborGen higher genetics
pine seedlings grow

more wood.”

“Working Together We Make a Difference”

ut of the Woods
FREE Advertising in the Marketplace section of 

www.swpa.ag

Master Logger Continuing Education
No Charge for Members

Major Discounts on Primex Forestry Tires and Baldwin Filters

SWPA INC.| www.swpa.ag                           Exec. Director: Tommy Carroll
PO Box 9 Hilliard, FL 32046                          Mobile: 478-952-2809 
Phone: 904-845-7133 Fax: 888-252-3919          Email: tcarrol@swpa.ag

Official Publication of the  
Florida Forestry Association
Post Office Box 1696
Tallahassee, FL  32302-1696

Address Service Requested

PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

MEEKS’ FARMS
& NURSERY, Inc.
187 Flanders Rd.  •   Kite, GA 31049

Deep Plug Container Pine Seedlings
Improved Longleaf, Advanced Generation Slash & Loblolly

Hardwoods & Seedlings Grown on Contract
MICKEY PARKER
Pensacola, Florida
Longleafmickeyp@bellsouth.net

Office 850-476-4815
Cell 850-572-3932

SUPERIOR TREES, INC.
Phone (850) 971-5159 P.O. Drawer 9400
    Fax (850) 971-5416 Lee, FL 32059

BAREROOT SEEDLINGS for reforestation, mitigation, wind-breaks, 
wildlife management & Christmas tree stock.

Genetically & Morphologically improved pine seedlings, Rust Resistant 
Slash & Loblolly pine seed sources. Longleaf pine bareroot & tublings. 
Redcedar, Cypress, many native shrubs & hardwood species.

LARGER PLANTS available in 1-30g containers. Native trees, shrubs, 
palms, wildflowers, vines & native grasses.

                      CONTRACT GROWING SERVICES AVAILABLE. www.ffbic.com
TIMBER PURCHASES
LAND CLEARING (CHIPPING)
MULCHING MOWING

M. A. RIGONI, INC.
2365 NORTH US 19  •  PERRY, FL 32347

Office 850-584-7030
GARY A. BRETT
Vice-President
gary@marigoniinc.com

Earl Bacon Agency
Insurance • Bonds
John R. Nylen, Jr.

Account Executive

P.O. Box 12039                 • Independent Insurance Agent
3131 Lonnbladh Road       • Professional Insurance Agent
Tallahassee, FL 32308      Business Phone: (850) 878-2121
1-800-369-0161                                     Fax: (850) 877-6396
LUMBER • TRUSSES • WOOD PRODUCTS MFG. • SAW MILLS

South Eastern 
Timber Corp.

We buy hardwood logs 
for manufacture of timber mats

2939 E. Hartsock Sawmill Rd.     Ph: 954-752-3800 
Lady Lake, FL  32159                 Fax: 954-340-5596
www.crane-mats.com                 setimber@aol.com

Formerly Known as Hartsock Sawmill

Great South Timber 
and Lumber, LLC
Phone: 386-755-3046

Fax: 386-755-3048
 PO Box 2249

Lake City FL 32056
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Pat Duane

P.O. Box 5700 
Ocala, Florida 34478-5700 

Phone: 352-867-8018 
Fax:     352-867-5311

Timberland Investment • Tmberland Acquisition • Timberland Sales 

Blanton’s
LONGLEAF CONTAINER NURSERY

MADISON - FLORIDA
We specialize in Top Quality Containerized Improved & Natural 

Stand Longleaf / Improved Generation Slash & Loblolly /
Hardwood Seedlings for Timber & Wildlife / Contract Growing

C.J. (Jay) Blanton III (Cell 850-566-1884)       1091 NE Daylily Ave
Jason M. Blanton (Cell 850-566-7175)             Madison, FL 32340

C.J. Blanton Jr. (Cell 850-673-7421)         Phone/Fax 850-973-2967

These advertisers make this publication possible.   
Please support Pines & Needles by doing business with them!

FORESTRY LOANS

866.824.5626
farmcreditflorida.com

BODENHAMER FARMS & NURSERY 
Office 910-422-8118  

www.bodenhamerfarms.com 

Ask about  

FREE SHIPPING 

 866-395-5440 
 www.landmarkspatialsolutions.com 
FFoorreesstt  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy  SSiimmpplliiffiieedd  !! 

Rugged & Accurate GPS under canopy  
Simple Mapping or ArcGIS Pro/Online  
Tree Measurement Tools 
Accurate Forest Inventory—TCruise 
Drones for Inspection & Mapping 
Efficient Load Ticketing and Reporting 

Sawmills - Logistics - 
Specialized Logging 
We buy hardwood, cypress 

and natural pine timber 

770 Uvalda Hwy, Hazlehurst GA 31539
912-375-5174  •  www.beasleygroup.com

http://www.beasleygroup.com

