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The legislature returned to Tallahassee on Monday, March 14, to vote on the 2022-23 budget. For 
those keeping track at home, Monday was day 63 of the annual 60-day session. Certainly, there will 
be many reasons given for the need for overtime, but we honestly believe the legislature simply 
enjoys spending time together in their respective chambers. However, we digress! 

Of the 3,685 bills filed during the 2022 session, 285 bills passed the legislature and await action by 
Governor Ron DeSantis. On the budget front, the legislature passed a record-setting $112.1 billion 
budget, the largest in state history.  In addition, the legislature added $8.9 billion total aggregated 
funding to the state reserve fund. The breakdown on reserve funding is as follows: $5.3 billion in 
Unallocated General Revenue; $3.1 billion in the Budget Stabilization Fund; and $0.5 billion in the 
Emergency Preparedness and Response Fund.  

Budget 

Let’s kick off the budget update with funding initiatives at the University of Florida/Institute of Food 
and Agricultural Sciences (UF/IFAS). The Association and its members enjoy a strong partnership 
with IFAS and we are always happy to help with their priority issues in Tallahassee. The legislature 
provided $8.7 million to continue and expand upon the UF/IFAS Fertilizer Rate Study for several key 
Florida crops. 

$1.1 million for Forestry Education, an important program for Florida’s forest industry, was retained 
within the UF/IFAS budget. In addition, the legislature provided $1.1 million for geomatics funding 
and $2 million for an Agricultural Ecosystems Services Project. These dollars are designed to use
IFAS Artificial Intelligence (AI) capabilities to identify and determine values on myriad of 
environmental/ ecosystems benefits provided by agricultural lands. 

Funding within the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS) is 
another key budget area for the Association and its members. Some of the highlights from the 
FDACS budget include $35 million for the Office of Agriculture Water Policy for BMP implementation; 
$1.5 million for Water; $5 million for Lake Okeechobee Agricultural BMP projects; and $100,000 for 
Operation Clean Sweep. Additionally, the legislature made the decision to invest a historic $300 
million for the Rural and Family Lands Program. Although there is specific budget language which  
holds the dollars in reserves until January 2023, the significance of the investment shouldn’t be lost.  

Association members genuinely appreciate the strong working relationship we share with the Florida 
Forest Service. To this end, we appreciate the opportunity to assist with budget items where 
appropriate. Highlighting a few key budget items which were funded in the Florida Forest Services 
2022-23 budget:  

• 10 new positions for land acquisition activities

• Increased wildland firefighter base pay from $29,500 to $41,600
• $17.1 million for wildfire protection/suppression equipment

• $26.4 million for replacement aircraft(s) and

• $15 million for aerial protection equipment and program(s).



Lastly, in the wake of the wildfires which impacted Bay and Calhoun Counties, the legislature added 
$93 million for Emergency Wildfire Management. 

The Legislature also made a significant increase in their investment into Agricultural Marketing 
including $18 million for the Fresh from Florida program.  

The budget also contains significant funding for water quality and restoration goals within the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP). Highlights withing FDEP’S budget include: $75 
million for Springs Restoration; $2.5 million Florida Friendly Landscape Program (marketing, 
education, promotion); $5 million for Red Tide Research and mitigation; $352 million Everglades 
Restoration; $73 Million  for Northern Everglades projects; $65 million C-51 Reservoir Palm Beach 
County; $38 million Indian River Lagoon; $125 million Wastewater Grants; $10 million Septic Tank 
Upgrades; $30 million for PFAS clean up; and, $50 million for Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs). 

Policy Issues 
Included in this report is a list of a myriad of bills on the Association watch list which passed during 
the 2022 session. Not withstanding the list at the end of this report, there are a few bills which we 
wish to specifically highlight: 

HB 7071 Taxation (Sen. Anna Maria Rodriguez/ Rep. Bobby Payne): The omnibus tax package, 
which was largely held until the end of session, contained some new provisions for agricultural and 
silvicultural producers. Specifically, the bill further expanded the sales tax exemption on trailers used 
in agricultural production. In addition, the bill creates a sales tax exemption on certain agricultural 
fencing materials including barb wire and hog wire as well as the gates, posts and other materials to 
build and repair agricultural fences. (Note: This legislation is currently awaiting action from Governor 
DeSantis. Upon approval, the Department of Revenue (DOR) will most likely enter into rule-making or 
at the very least create a Tax Information Sheet (TIP Sheet). To this end, the Association is preparing 
to work with DOR to clarify how this new exemption will be implemented. Stay tuned to your email for 
updates moving forward. 

HB 323 Fish and Wildlife Commission (Sen. Travis Hutson/ Rep. Tyler Sirios): Association 
members have previously seen this legislation covered in weekly updates, but we believe it would be 
helpful to highlight the Gopher Tortoise language which passed in the final version of the bill. 
Specifically, the legislation:  

• Mandates that land managing agencies look at available lands if they haven’t already and, if
there is potential soil and habitat of at least 40 acres, assess both biological and economic
feasibility, start-up and ongoing maintenance costs, and expected revenue;

• Allows GTs from private development to be located on public sites if there are no private sites
available;

• Adds language to the Florida Forever Act specifically authorizing recipient sites and
conservation banking on conservation easements;

• Requires FWC to update their permitting system so it’s more accurate real time availability for
recipient sites;

• Puts timeframes on requests for additional info and action on a complete application; and

• Requires FWC to submit a report which includes an update on federal listing status before next
session.

HB 909 Contamination of Agricultural Lands (Sen. Ben Albritton/ Rep. Bobby Payne): A priority for the 

Association and a broad array of agricultural organizations, the legislation clarifies the role of the 
FDEP Secretary to set the standards and procedures for all appropriate inquiries regarding normal 
and customary environmental site assessments. The genesis of this legislation was action by a 



county environmental department which updated their site assessment guidance and, in so doing, 
made the misguided assumption that all agricultural lands should be treated as contaminated sites. 
This determination was made based largely on the fact agricultural lands use pesticides. 

This legislation will put everyone back into their appropriate lanes with regards to the customary 
process of environmental site assessments. 

So that’s a wrap! Every session has winners, losers and those who are still trying to find the exit 
doors. Now the real work begins as we work through bill action by Governor DeSantis as well as the 
little issue of the budget vetoes.  

Additionally, the summer will be full of campaign events, campaign ads and the typical cadre of back-
to-back-to-back ads on television and digital media outlets. While the onslaught is often mind-
numbing, the real takeaway is there are new Senate and House districts so the potential exists for 
you to have a new member of the legislature representing you after November. Take advantage of 
this election cycle to develop a relationship with the candidates! Furthermore, the entire cabinet is up 
for election including the Commissioner of Agriculture and Consumer Services! Now is the time to 
develop the relationships and plant the seeds for future harvests!  

Thank you for being Association members and for all you do for the Association and the industry. 

Please see the next page for the referenced bill report.



Agriculture.2022
Ordered by Bill Number

SB 0494 Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission by Hutson

Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission; Requiring lead land managing agencies, in consultation 
with the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, to consider the use of state lands as gopher 
tortoise recipient sites in certain management plans; requiring the commission, subject to appropriation, 
to encourage the establishment of gopher tortoise recipient sites on private lands and to create an 
online dashboard for certain gopher tortoise recipient site information; revising the notices a person 
must be given for failure to submit to certain tests for alcohol, chemical substances, or controlled 
substances; authorizing individuals, when participating in certain athletic team practices or competitions, 
to operate a human-powered vessel within the marked channel of the Florida Intracoastal Waterway 
under certain circumstances; prohibiting municipalities and counties from designating certain waters 
adjacent to designated public bathing beaches or swim areas as vessel exclusion zones, etc. Effective 
Date: Except as otherwise expressly provided in this act, this act shall take effect July 1, 2022

SB 0620 Local Business Protection Act by Hutson

Local Business Protection Act; Citing this act as the "Local Business Protection Act"; authorizing certain 
businesses to claim business damages from a county or municipality if the county or municipality enacts 
or amends certain ordinances or charter provisions; limiting the amount of business damages that may 
be recovered; specifying ordinances and charter provisions that do not result in liability for business 
damages; requiring businesses and counties or municipalities to follow certain presuit procedures 
before businesses file an action for business damages, etc. Effective Date: Upon becoming a law

HB 0909 Pollution Control Standards and Liability by Payne

Pollution Control Standards and Liability: Provides that Secretary of Environmental Protection has 
exclusive jurisdiction in setting standards or procedures for evaluating environmental conditions & 
assessing potential liability for presence of contaminants on certain agricultural lands; prohibits 
secretary from delegating such authority to local governmental entity. Effective Date: July 1, 2022

HB 0965 Environmental Management by Truenow

Environmental Management: Provides for water quality enhancement areas & permits, water quality 
enhancement service areas, & enhancement credits; directs DEP & water management districts to 
authorize sale & use of enhancement credits for specified purposes; directs DEP to maintain specified 
ledgers; revises requirements for developers & homebuilders to qualify for graywater technology 
incentives; requires to modify specified rules. Effective Date: July 1, 2022

HB 0967 Golf Course Best Management Practices Certification by Truenow

Golf Course Best Management Practices Certification: Directs turfgrass science program at UF/IFAS, in 
coordination & cooperation with DEP, to administer certification for golf course best management 
practices & provide training & testing programs; provides exemption from certain local training & local 
ordinance regulations; provides for turfgrass science program to share information with governmental 
entities & create online registry. Effective Date: July 1, 2022

SB 1000 Nutrient Application Rates by Albritton

Nutrient Application Rates; Defining the terms “certified professional” and “site-specific nutrient 
management”; authorizing the use of site-specific nutrient management in specified circumstances; 
authorizing citrus producers to use written recommendations from certified professionals to tailor their 
recommended nutrient application rates under certain circumstances; directing the University of Florida 
Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences to analyze the use of site-specific nutrient management for 
certain crops, develop a research plan and certain recommendations, and submit an annual report to 
the Governor and Legislature by a specified date, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2022

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/494
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/620
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/909
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/965
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/967
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/967
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1000


SB 1006 State Symbols by Burgess

State Symbols; Designating strawberry shortcake as the official state dessert, etc. Effective Date: 7/1
/2022

SB 1078 Soil and Water Conservation Districts by Hutson

Soil and Water Conservation Districts; Providing for the subdivision of certain proposed soil and water 
conservation districts; requiring the supervisors of each soil and water conservation district to be elected 
from each of the district’s subdivisions; providing qualification requirements for supervisors to serve on 
the governing body of a soil and water conservation district; providing for the automatic dissolution of 
soil and water conservation districts under certain conditions, etc. Effective Date: Upon becoming a law

SB 1186 Agritourism by Albritton

Agritourism; Revising legislative intent regarding the promotion of agritourism; prohibiting the denial or 
revocation of a property’s agricultural classification under certain circumstances; requiring certain farm 
buildings, structures, facilities, or other improvements to be assessed according to specified provisions, 
etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2022

SB 1382 Tax Administration by Gruters

Tax Administration; Prohibiting taxpayers from submitting certain records in tax proceedings under 
certain circumstances; authorizing the Department of Revenue to respond to contact initiated by 
taxpayers to discuss audits; authorizing taxpayers to provide records and other information to the 
department; clarifying conditions for application of an exemption for sales taxes for certain nonresident 
purchasers of boats or aircraft; prohibiting transferors from accepting orders from or delivering alcoholic 
beverages to dealers with suspended resale certificates within a specified timeframe; revising the period 
in which, and conditions under which, the executive director of the department may adopt emergency 
rules, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2022

HB 1475 Cleanup of Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances by McClure

Cleanup of Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances: Requires DEP to adopt statewide rules for 
cleanup target levels for perfluoroalkyl & polyfluoroalkyl substances in drinking water, groundwater, & 
soil under specified condition; requires legislative ratification of such rules; provides circumstances 
under which certain governmental entities & water suppliers are not subject to certain actions; provides 
for tolling of certain statutes of limitations. Effective Date: upon becoming a law

HB 7071 Taxation by Ways & Means Committee

Taxation: Prohibiting counties from imposing requirements on borrowers other than requiring proof of 
the borrower's income; providing for the assessment of land used in the production of aquaculture to be 
based solely on its agricultural use; providing that real property includes certain portions; revising the 
military operations that qualify certain servicemembers for an additional ad valorem tax exemption; 
increasing the property tax exemption for residents who are widows, widowers, blind persons, or totally 
and permanently disabled persons; defining the term "residential improvement"; providing for an 
abatement of ad valorem taxes and non-ad valorem assessments for certain residential improvements 
destroyed due to a sudden and unforeseen collapse; exempting certain federal loans from documentary 
stamp taxes; exempting certain Formula One Grand Prix race admissions from the sales tax on 
admissions; exempting certain Daytona 500 race admissions from the sales tax on admissions; 
exempting from sales and use tax the retail sale of children's books during a specified timeframe; 
exempting from sales and use tax the retail sale of children's diapers during a specified timeframe, etc. 
Effective Date: July 1, 2022

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1006
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1078
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1186
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1382
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1475
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/7071



