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Forest Roads Victory
 
In a stunning victory for the forest industry, the U.S. Supreme Court has 
reversed the Ninth Circuit decision in Northwest Environmental Defense 
Center v. Brown (NEDC v. Brown) – the case in which the Ninth Circuit held 
that Clean Water Act point source permits were required for stormwater 
runoff from forest logging roads.
Reversing the Ninth Circuit’s ruling, the Supreme Court held that the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) 35-year regulation exempting chan-
neled logging road stormwater runoff from permitting requirements was a 
reasonable interpretation of the Clean Water Act. 
Just before oral arguments in the Supreme Court, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) issued a new rule in an effort to respond to the Ninth 
Circuit decision. The new rule clarified that stormwater runoff from forest 
logging roads is not runoff associated with industry activity and therefore 
does not require permitting. The Supreme Court decision does not address 
the new rule directly as it was not at issue in the case.  
NEDC is challenging the new rule in the Ninth Circuit; however, the Supreme 
Court’s decision should make it clear to the Ninth Circuit that EPA has author-
ity to issue the new rule as well. 

FWC Imperiled Species Action Plans
 
Florida’s Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) has re-
leased draft species action plans for wildlife species in Florida. Each of the 
plans contains biological background; conservation history; and the goal, 
objectives and specific actions proposed for conserving that particular  
species. 
According to FWC, “Species action plans will identify needed conservation 
actions, how to accomplish these actions and who will be involved. Following 
development of the species action plans, staff will look across all of the plans 
for common elements in order to develop more comprehensive conservation 
strategies. This step will help us identify priority needs and beneficial manage-
ment for multiple species and habitats.
The species plans will then be combined with the conservation strategies to cre-
ate a comprehensive imperiled species management plan for these 60 species 
on Florida’s Endangered and Threatened Species List. This final plan will describe 
the overall approach for management, will include individual and multi-species 
strategies and actions, and will describe the coordination and partnership that is 
needed for achieving successful conservation for these species and many others.”
To see the list of species and provide comments, please visit the FWC web-
site (www.MyFWC.com). The action plans can be found under the Wildlife 
& Habitats tab. 

Austin Cary Memorial Learning Center
 
On Saturday, April 6, members of the forestry community gathered to cel-
ebrate the groundbreaking for the Austin Cary Memorial Learning Center. 
The construction of the facility begins almost two years after the original 
building was destroyed by fire. The new design features technological up-
grades and more meeting space, as well as other improvements. 

The Florida Forestry Association is proud to be part of the team raising funds 
for this important effort. Anyone interested in donating to the cause can 
call the Association office for information (850) 222-5646.

Water Quality
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection (DEP) have reached an agreement to protect 
Florida’s waterways from excess nitrogen and phosphorus pollution. This 
agreement is considered by many to be a significant step forward in protect-
ing and restoring water quality across the state. 

This agreement is contingent upon the passage of bills currently before 
the Florida legislature which would allow DEP to implement Florida’s state-
adopted numeric nutrient criteria standards (SB 1808 and HB 7115).

This thoughtful and responsible approach to addressing the state’s water 
quality needs is supported by Florida’s agricultural and business communities.

Guestworker Program Ruling
 
The United States Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit recently affirmed 
the decision of the United States District Court of the Northern District of 
Florida that the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) lacks the authority to issue 
regulations governing the H-2B guestworker program.  This decision upholds 
the lower court’s preliminary injunction (in  Bayou Lawn and Landscape 
Services v. Solis). 

The decision affects DOL’s 2011 “Program Rule,” which would impose unwork-
able stipulations on employees using temporary guestworkers under the 
H-2B Visa program.  The ruling is important to the contractors that forestland 
owners depend on for reforestation.  

While DOL has not exhausted its legal options in this case, this recent ruling 
bodes well for continued efforts to return the H-2B guestworker program 
to a reasonable structure.

Rattlesnake Survey
 
The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS) has been petitioned to list the 
eastern diamond rattlesnake as a threatened or endangered species.  A 
key argument offered in the petition to list the snake is that it is a habitat 
specialist and its numbers are decreasing due to the loss of longleaf/wire-
grass habitat.    

The National Council for Air and Stream Improvement (NCASI) has de-
veloped a survey designed to gather information to better inform FWS 
about the range of habitat conditions in which the eastern diamondback 
rattlesnake is found.  

NCASI will be collecting survey information through December 31, 2013. 
Following that date, data collection will cease and NCASI will compile re-
sults from surveys; remove any information that would identify individual 
respondents and/or landowners; and forward a summary of the results to 
the FWS.

There is also an online survey instrument where users can describe obser-
vations of eastern diamondbacks using their internet browser.  The online 
survey is also compatible with many handheld devices.  

Links to the surveys can be found on the Federal Issues page on the As-
sociation’s website, www.FloridaForest.org. 
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www.FloridaForest.org
 
The FFA website has recently undergone a complete transformation. 
Featuring news feeds, photo galleries, and information on all of the 
Association’s programs, events and activities, www.floridaforest.org 
is sure to become your new favorite bookmark! 
One reviewer calls it a “...stunning site. Great visuals and clever orga-
nization of content. Really good stuff.” 
FFA is now also on Facebook (www.Facebook.com/FloridaForestryAs-
sociation) and on Twitter (@FlForestryAssoc).

Wildlife Best Management Practices
 
When the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 
concluded its most recent effort to revise the way it protects “imperiled 
species”, the resulting agency rule it adopted in late 2010 included a 
section directing FWC to cooperate with the Florida Department of 
Agriculture & Consumer Services (DACS) on the development of Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) to protect certain state imperiled spe-
cies during forestry and agricultural activities.  

These wildlife BMPs were envisioned as voluntary measures that could 
be taken to relieve a landowner of the need for obtaining a state 
“incidental take” permit, if he or she believed certain imperiled species 
would likely be harmed as the result of forestry/agriculture operations 
on a site.  The term “imperiled species” is simply new terminology for 
what we used to call “endangered, threatened or species of special 
concern”.  

Following careful consideration, the Florida Forestry Association’s 
Executive Committee, recognizing that this this effort was indeed 
moving forward, recently agreed on a set of desired outcomes for any 
wildlife BMPs applying to forestry activities that may be developed:

 · The BMP development process for forestry practices should  
 be directed entirely to the DACS Forestry BMP Technical   
 Advisory Committee (TAC).

·  The final product should be a set of practical, easily understood  
 and applied wildlife BMPs.

· The sole purpose for the development of wildlife BMPs should  
 be to serve as an alternative to the need to obtain an incidental  
 take permit for a specified set of imperiled species.

· The new BMPs should exist as a completely separate document  
 from the current silviculture BMP manual. 

· Any future revisions to these new wildlife BMPs for forestry should  
 be developed through the DACS Forestry BMP TAC. 

· Wildlife BMPs should only be used as voluntary measures, to be  
 used at a landowner’s discretion. 

· The FWC should be the adopting agency for any wildlife BMP’s  
 developed through the DACS Forestry BMP TAC. (The concern  
 here had to do with avoiding mandatory implementation by  
 local governments, given the way Florida’s “Right to Farm Act”  
 is written and implemented.)

Currently, the process is proceeding in line with these “desired 
outcomes” for wildlife BMP development with one exception: rather 
than final adoption of the BMPs by the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission, it now appears that the Florida Department 
of Agriculture and Consumer Services will be the adopting agency.        

In an effort to ensure that voluntary wildlife BMPs for forestry remain 
voluntary, new protective legislation has been drafted and is now being 
considered for adoption by the 2013 legislature. This legislative pro-
posal establishes that wildlife BMPs cannot be required for landowner 
implementation by local governments or other governmental entities.      

The proposal also spells out the other aspects of the wildlife BMP 
development critical to the program’s successful implementation.      

The Florida Forestry Association remains closely involved with this 
matter to ensure the resulting wildlife BMPs will be both a voluntary 
and useful tool for landowners, where and when needed.  
   
   

Florida Forestry Teachers’ Tour
 
 The Florida Forestry Teachers’ Tour brings 45 teachers from across the 
state to Fernandina Beach each June to see firsthand how forestry 
works in Florida. This four-day event demonstrates to educators that 
sustainability is the key to responsible forestry. 

Participating teachers experience all aspects of forestry practices from 
the planting and growing processes to the mills and end products. In 
short, they see first-hand the industry’s many efforts to maximize the 
effective and efficient use of resources. 

Sponsors are still needed for this important event.  The tour lasts four 
days, but the benefits of reaching educators with forestry’s positive 
messages last a lifetime. Each sponsorship costs $500, but donations 
of any size are welcome!

Many thanks to our current sponsors: Packaging Corporation of 
America; Friends of Florida State Forests, Inc.; Usher Land & Timber, 
Inc.; T.W. Byrd’s Sons, Inc; Florida Forest Service’s Bureaus of Stew-

ardship, Forest Health, Forest Management and Urban Forestry; the 
Florida Chapter Association of Consulting Foresters; Forest Investment 
Associates; the Rayonier Foundation; RockTenn CP, LLC; Greg and Cheryl 
Galpin; Cochran Forest Products; Florida Division Society of American 
Foresters; Ocala Lumber Sales Company; Foley Timber and Land Com-
pany; Buckeye Florida; Callahan Timber Company; the University of 
Florida’s School of Forest Resources and Conservation; Florida Sustain-
able Forestry Initiative’s State Implementation Committee; Dave Norton 
and Diann Douglas; Plum Creek Timber Company; Akerman Senterfitt; 
Phillip Allen; Coastal Plywood Company; Rex Lumber Company; and 
Southern Forestry Consultants.

FFF is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization. Donations are fully tax-de-
ductible to the extent allowable by law.  Please contact Vickie Allen at 
(850) 222-5646 or Vickie@ForestFla.org for more information. We will 
be happy to send you an invoice if needed.
 

Affordable Hunt Lease/Timberland  
Liability insurance is here!
 
If your hunt lease or timberland liability insurance is up for renewal 
soon, keep in mind Outdoor Underwriters and the Florida Forestry 
Association are partnering to bring you the best insurance possible.

Outdoor Underwriters are specialists in outdoor insurance programs. 
They are known for providing the broadest coverage at the lowest 
premium.  Their service team has more than 20 years of experience 
and speaks your language!  

Have peace of mind knowing your land, hunt club and members are 
covered. 

Appl icat ions can be found on the Associat ion website  
(www.FloridaForest.org). Simply click on “Land and Liability Insurance” 
under the Programs tab.  For more information, contact Phil Gornicki at  
(850) 222-5646 or Phil@ForestFla.org).

Environmental Law Manuals
 
The FFA Environmental Law Manual, a comprehensive compilation of 
federal, state and regional regulations affecting forest management 
practices, has been recently reprinted and is available for $225, tax in-
cluded.  The manual is an invaluable aid to landowners and managers 
who need up to date knowledge of the regulations they must comply 
with on a daily basis.  

To place an order, contact Vickie Allen at (850) 222-5646 or   
Vickie@ForestFla.org.

Nominations for Environmental 
Awards
 
The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services is seeking 
nominations for this year’s Ag-Environmental Leadership Award. The 
program spotlights the environmentally innovative farming practices 
of the state’s growers and ranchers.

Nominees for the awards come from different parts of Florida’s ag-
ricultural industry, but they all share a commitment to protect and 
preserve Florida’s resources while continuing to provide agricultural 
products for society.

For more information, please visit the Department’s website (Fresh-
FromFlorida.com) or call Angela Weeks-Samanie at (850) 617-7900. 
Nominations must be submitted by May 1, 2013.
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We invite comments and suggestions.  
Let us know what you think by writing us at:  

P.O. Box 1696, Tallahassee, Florida 32302; 
by phoning us at:  (850) 222-5646; 

emailing:  info@forestfla.org; 
or by faxing us at:  (850) 222-6179

Pines & Needles  (ISSN 1091563x) (USPS 014-757) is published bimonthly by the 
Florida Forestry Association, 402 East Jefferson Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32301.  

Subscriptions through membership only at an annual cost of $5 per member. 
Periodicals Postage Paid rate at Tallahassee, Florida.  

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:  
Pines & Needles, P.O. Box 1696, Tallahassee, Florida 32302.

 

Our meeting theme, Growing Through Change, encompasses the entire 
forestry community:  timber growers; landowners; wood producers and 
manufacturers; loggers; and all the other related businesses, groups and 
individuals that have a vested interest in forestry in Florida.  Mark your cal-
endar to attend September 3-5 (during Labor Day week).  We will soon begin 
emailing our Annual Meeting preview publication, covering speaker topics, 
sponsor updates, Trade Show exhibitors, attendee details and more.  Look for 
your registration information soon, or visit our web site (www.floridaforest.
org) for more details!

Annual Awards
 
Farm Credit will again be the 
proud sponsor for the Awards 
Breakfast.  Plan to join us on 
September 5th as we recognize 
the 2013 “Best of the Best “ win-
ners:  Tree Farmer of the Year; Logger of the Year; Silvicultural Contractor of 
the Year; and Legislators of the Year. 

Timber Toppers Golf Classic
 
All Association members and/or guests of our 
meeting registrants are invited to participate 
in the Timber Topper Golf Classic. Suwannee 
Lumber Company, the tournament’s sponsor, 
is hosting a morning of golf, offering trophies, 
group photos, complimentary golf balls and 
other prizes.  As a grand finale to a grand event, 
Bump Faircloth and the Suwannee Lumber 

family will provide a barbeque lunch to all golfers, no matter their score!  The 
tournament will start at 8:00 am on Wednesday, September 4th.  

Speakers
 
This year we are featuring a full slate of informative speakers on a wide 
range of topics. On Wednesday, September 4, Herschel Vinyard, Secretary 
of the Department of Environmental Protection, will address the future of 
Florida’s working forests. Florida Forest Service’s Jim Karrels will discuss the 
FFS Forest Inventory Analysis. On Thursday, September 5, a panel of Water 
Management District executive directors will talk about their missions and 
goals. Scott Sanders of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission will team up 
with Jim Karels of FFS for a discourse on wildlife best management practices. 
Al Morales will bring the group up to date on what is happening with the 
Gainesville Renewable Energy Center.

Forestry Trade Show
 
Top forestry businesses will be on hand at the Florida Forestry Association 
Trade Show.  Both exhibitors and attendees benefit from this prime opportu-
nity where vendors meet the important key decision-makers and day-to-day 
users of forestry products and services. Exhibitor registration forms are avail-
able on our web site. Be sure to register early and take advantage of every 
promotional opportunity!

Silent Auction
 
It’s not too early to start thinking about donating to the auction this year!  
Donation forms will be mailed soon to all the prior contributors. We hope 
those who’ve never donated to this fun event will plan to do so this year!  
Anything goes…you can craft your donation or purchase items to donate.  Not 
sure what to do?  Call the Association office and we will help you figure it out!

WOW!  Annual Meeting sponsors
 
There’s no other way to say how important sponsors are to the Florida Forestry 
Association Annual Meeting. We are proud of the first-class meeting held 
each year for our members…and it is only through the generous support 
of sponsors that we are able to continue this tradition.  Please join our team 
of sponsors this year!  We’ve had an overwhelming show of support from 
returning sponsors, but we are now looking for NEW sponsors!  Contact Deb-
bie Bryant at (850) 222-5646 or Debbie@ForestFla.org for details. Information 
about sponsoring is also available on our web site. 

Akerman Senterfitt
American Forest Management
ArborGen Inc.
A. W. Powers Forestry
BioResource Management, Inc.
Buckeye Florida
Callahan Timber Company
Coastal Plywood Company
Cochran Forest Products
Cooper Marine & Timberlands Corporation
Drummond Community Bank
Dwight Stansel Farm & Nursery
F4 Tech
F&W Forestry Services, Inc.
Farm Credit
First Federal Bank of Florida (Lake City)
Flag Credit Union
Flint Equipment Company (Perry)
Florida Forest Service
Fulghum Fibres, Inc. & Fulghum  
  Industries, Inc.
Gainesville Renewable Energy Center
Gator Timber & Land, L.L.C.
Georgia-Pacific LLC
Great South Timber & Lumber, Inc.
Green Circle Bio Energy, Inc.
Hollinswood Ranch
Hutson Land & Elkton Green
International Paper

2013 Sponsors
John E. Anderson
Land & Timber Services Group
Loncala, Incorporated
Miami Corporation
Natural Resource Planning        
  Services, Inc.
Neal Land & Timber
Oldcastle Lawn & Garden
Outdoor Underwriters, Inc.
Packaging Corporation of  
  America
Pinova, Inc.
Plum Creek Timber Company
Rayonier Inc. SEFR
Resource Management Service
Rex Lumber Company
Ring Power Corporation
Robbins Forestry, Inc.
RockTenn CP, LLC
Southern Forestry  
  Consultants, Inc.
Southeastern Wood Producers  
  Association
Suwannee Lumber Company
TD Bank (Lake City)
The Forestry Company
Timber Mart-South
Usher Land & Timber, Inc.
Whitfield Timber Company

Sawgrass Golf Resort,  
Ponte Vedra Beach 
 

This location is a proven winner when it comes to our meeting attendance. 
Expect to see many friends old and new at this meeting!  Visit www.sawgrass-
marriott.com for details.
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These advertisers make this publication possible. 
Please support Pines & Needles by doing business 
with them!

PROFESSIONAL 
         DIRECTORY

Earl Bacon Agency
Insurance • Bonds
John R. Nylen, Jr.

Account Executive

P.O. Box 12039                 • Independent Insurance Agent
3131 Lonnbladh Road       • Professional Insurance Agent
Tallahassee, FL 32308      Business Phone: (850) 878-2121
1-800-369-0161                                     Fax: (850) 877-6396
LUMBER • TRUSSES • WOOD PRODUCTS MFG. • SAW MILLS

South Eastern 
Timber Corp.

We buy hardwood logs 
for manufacture of timber mats

2939 E. Hartsock Sawmill Rd.     Ph: 954-752-3800 
Lady Lake, FL  32159                 Fax: 954-340-5596
www.crane-mats.com                 setimber@aol.com

Formerly Known as Hartsock Sawmill

WANTED: 
Aromatic Red 

Cedar Export Logs

Contact: John Minihan

UNITED FOREST PRODUCTS, INC.
10190 SW 122 Terrace • Miami, Florida  33176-4877

Phone 305/253-7707 Mobile 305/490-6800
Fax 305/253-7748 E-Mail uforest@bellsouth.net

SEEDLINGS
INTERNATIONAL FOREST CO.

www.interforestry.com

NEW-Eucalyptus
Container longleaf, slash, and loblolly

Moultrie, Georgia

800-633-4506

FARM CREDIT
Providing Foresters Credit For:

• Operating Expenses
• Equipment Purchase/Lease

• Land Acquisition
• Other Related Needs

www.FarmCreditFlorida.com
1-866-824-5626

Silviculture Contractors
                                                                                         
 DONALD ROBBINS                   
 5299 Leo Barber Road                 
 Manor, Georgia 31550 
 E-mail robbinsforestry@bellsouth.net

                                             Office/Home (912)285-4736       
                                                              Mobile (912)337-7231 

                  Mobile (912)337-7232
                      Fax (912)285-7224

Great South Timber 
and Lumber, Inc.
Phone: 386-755-3046

Fax: 386-755-3048
 PO Box 2249

Lake City FL 32056

TIMBER PURCHASES
LAND CLEARNING (CHIPPING)
MULCHING MOWING

M. A. RIGONI, INC.
2365 NORTH US 19  •  PERRY, FL 32347

Office 850-584-7030
GARY A. BRETT
Vice-President
gary@marigoniinc.com

MEEKS’ FARMS
& NURSERY, Inc.
187 Flanders Rd.  •   Kite, GA 31049

Deep Plug Container Pine Seedlings
Improved Longleaf, Advanced Generation Slash & Loblolly

Hardwoods & Seedlings Grown on Contract

MICKEY PARKER
Pensacola, Florida
Longleafmickeyp@bellsouth.net

Office 850-476-4815
Cell 850-572-3932

Blanton’s
LONGLEAF CONTAINER NURSERY

MADISON - FLORIDA
We specialize in Top Quality Containerized Improved & Natural 

Stand Longleaf / Improved Generation Slash & Loblolly /
Hardwood Seedlings for Timber & Wildlife / Contract Growing

C.J. (Jay) Blanton III (Cell 850-566-1884)       1091 NE Daylily Ave
Jason M. Blanton (Cell 850-566-7175)             Madison, FL 32340

C.J. Blanton Jr. (Cell 850-673-7421)         Phone/Fax 850-973-2967

Michael J. Dooner
Certified Forester
305 W. Shotwell St.
Bainbridge, GA 39819
229.246.5785
850.567.2800 Cell
mdooner@southernforestry.net

David S. Lewis, ACF
Certified Forester

105 W. Anderson St.
Monticello, FL 32344

850.997.6254
850.510.0396 Cell

dlewis@southernforestry.net

www.soforest.com

Marianna
Dan Brymer
850.482.1834
Lake City
Jim Tilton
386.972.3021

Tallahassee
Blayne Newsome

850.728.7300
Clewiston

Donald Blanton
863.514.6851

Formerly Hercules Inc.
Florida Lighter Wood Stump Foresters

Training and Equipment for Medical Emergencies
First Aid • CPR • AEDs

850.222.0020 • www.southeasternschool.org

Florida Offices
Bonifay - 850.547.2634 Alachua - 386.518.6344
Panama City - 850.215.9459 Ormond Beach - 386.256.4970

356 North Hwy 17
Palatka, FL 32177

Stuart Smith
Forestry Specialist

Office: 
Fax: 
Nextel: 386.937.1518
Radio: 160*20*834
Home: 386.325.7479

ssmith@beardequipment.com

386.325.6268
251.452.2309

Scott T. Ashworth
Vice President 
South Region Manager

1038 Wildewood Center Drive
Suite A
Columbia, SC 29229
phone 803.788.6256
fAx 803.788.6923
scott.ashworth@regions.com
www.regionstimberland.com

Contact: Virgil Shannon 
Off. Ph. (850)263-4457 ext.402 
Cell Ph. (850)643-6100 
Email: vshannon@rex-lumber.com

North Florida 
Woodlands, Inc.

Timber Buyers 
– Bristol, Florida –– Graceville, Florida –

RESERVE  
SPACE

TODAY!

NTO 
ADVERTISE  

HERE!
Contact Debbie Bryant

@ 850-222-5646 or
debbie@forestfla.org

LAKE BUTLER, FL800-833-0499
AMBER RoBERTs-CRAwFoRD, BRoKER/ownER

AUsTEn RoBERTs, sALEs AssoCIATE

Serving the Forest Products Industry for over 30 years  
Office 850-997-2533

Ric Stoutamire 
Rstoutamire@spamonticello.com  
Cell  850-251-5704

Ryan Pavlik 
rpavlik@spamonticello.com 

Cell  352-804-3374

Representing Bituminous Insurance Company

Fort Valley GA: (352)258-2693

Wood to Fuel is Here!
For more information,

go to
www.greencirclebio.com

Ad  
SPACE 

Available!


